Declawing! What You Need T o Know

What does it mean when a cat is declawed? [How is it done? [~ xamine the drawing on the other side of this ngr.
The cat’s claw is not a toenail at the end of the toe as in other animals. |t is movable digit attached to muscle as a
Fingcr miglﬂt be. Note that strong ligaments and tendons which give power to extend and retract the claws. T his is
uniquc in cats. Without this your cat would not be able to Propcrlg grasp, hold or establish Footing for proper
wa”dng, running, sPringing, climbing or stretching. Think of the cat as having 10 toes on each foot. Declawing is akin
to cutting off half their toes. When the end digit, inc]ucling the claw is removed, the sensory and motor nerves are cut,
clamagcd and destrogecl. Tlﬂeg do not rePair themselves or grow back for many months. Fo”owing the surgery there
is a wooden lack of Fceling, then a tingling sensation during the long convalescence while the cat must walk on the stub
end of the second cligit. Remember that cluring all this time the cat may not "rest" his feet as we would after a similar

oPeration but must continue to scratch in his litter box, walk and attempt tojumP as usual regard]ess of his Pain.

Since cats have keener senses then humans, theg suffer even more than humans. Mang Pain killing clrugs, incluc]ing
asPirin, do not agree with cats and can cause illness or even death. Angone who has had surgery will aPPreciate the
Problem that can be created by the inabi]ity to take Pain—relicving medication. |tis also Possible for the claws to grow
baclc, but often not in the normal manner, instead theg may grow ’chrouglﬁ the toP or bottom of the paw, creating a
b!oodg, Pairncul sore. An Atlanta news station recentlg had a story of a declawing followed [33 infection so severe
that the cat’s foot had to be amPutated.

The cat’s body is esPeciaug well designed. T he skeleton is betterjointec] and more elastic than most other animals
and the muscles governing the lithe body are highly developed. This gives the cat great climbing power. The sharp
claws can be whiPPeA out for business or tucked neatly away. T he elastic tendon holds the claw in it's own sheath.
T he claw is flat on each side so it will slide in and out better. \WWhen the cat Pu”s his claw down with the use of the big
tendon that lies along the under part of the toe, the ligament stretches like a fresh rubber band. |t is hooked on the

end for hanging on.

Cats like to l«:ep their claws sharP and clean (and remove the outer sheath of the nail) bg worlcing on the scratching
post you Provic]e. E_cluiPPing your cat with the proper scra’cclﬂing post and ta‘cing the time to train him to use it will

l']CIP preserve 3our1curniture and carPets. Scratching Posts made of soft carpeting teach your cat that SOft fabrics,

l.e. your sofa and rugs, are ProPerlcor scra’cclﬂing. A better idea are posts made of sisal rope or carpet turned inside

out. | his encourages your cat to scratch on hard, coarse surfaces. Training your cat to use this post takes some
effort on your Part. ]F you see him attem[ating to scratch on furniture or carPe’c, cla[a your hands sharp]g, say no! then
Pick him up gently and Place him on the sisal post. (JF stronger measures are needed, you might also want to keeP a
squirt bottle with Plain water han&g.) [f your cat seems to Prefer a Particular area, try covering, it with aluminum foil for
a while. Catnip—treated cardboard scratchers, best used lying Hat, are also effective. Most cats are Prettg smart

and after a short time, and much Praise, will get the idea. |tis also essential to Properly cli[a your cat’s claws with a

well-made cat claw scissors. | he sharP hook must be cliPPed off without injuring the Pinl( cluick. Cu’c’cing into the
quick will hurt the cat and you will have a difficult time l'lolding him cluiet the next time.



Besides the Phgsica] mutilation, consider what declawing may do to the cat’s emotions, the Personalitg changcs that

may occur. Knowing he has not the means to defend himselF, some cats follow the Precept of the best defense is a

good offense, and will bite at the least Provocation (and it may tru]g be the least Provoca’cion.) Otlﬁcrs become
clcPressed and lose the loving Pcrsona]itg that made you choose him to start with.

"The Lcarning Clﬂarmc]" had a series of documentaries about cats in Januar3 of 199% and again in Julg 1995 and
several of their comments were aPProPriate to this ngr. ]n one segment a cat owner spol(c to a Pet Psgchologis’c

about her biting cat. ]t was no surPrise to me when she admitted that the cat was declawed. Another segment
showed a kitten bcing declawed. T he commentator said that clcclawing was an American Proccdure and | in fact,

most veterinarians in other countries refUse to do the oPeration.

| have recentlg heard about another nasty Picce of business that some veterinarians are advocating as an
"alternative” to Dcclawing; Tendanectomyutlnc cutting of the tendons themselves to prevent the claws from being
extended. T hisis a bad, if not worse, than dec]awing itself. T he claws continue to grow and constant maintenance
of trimming must be done for the rest of the cat’s life. (T he same trimming Procedure that if done anyway will keep
your cat’s intact claws shortened, blunted and less clamaging to gourxcurniturej [Failure to trim claws in this situation
will result in additional veterinary attention throughout the cat’s life as the claws will grow around and into the paw

Pac] of the foot. You can imagine how much clai]g Pain a cat would have to g0 through in this condition.

|f you rea”g love your cat, you will want him to lead a long, happyliFe, giving and receiving love and affection. |f you
rea”}/love him, and care about hlm, don’t declaw him.



\We wish to thank and give credit to the All State Purmese Society, a CFA dub, from whom the bulk of this information was gathered.



